Ppp — 


rev Alfred Elwyn 
1422 Walnut Street 


h 
: } 


DIBL. 


SOCIETY RECORD. | 


Published Monthly by the American Bible Society. 


V\VOLUME 31. 


New York, FEBRUARY 18, 1886. 


NuMBER 2. 


NOTICE. 

The fiscal year of this Society closes on 
)Wednesday, the 31st day of March, and remit- 
stances which are to be acknowledged among the 
‘receipts of the year must reach the Bible House 
on or before that day. 

Treasurers of auxiliary societies are earnestly 
invited to forward promptly the funds which 
‘come into their hands, either directly to the 
‘Assistant Treasurer at the Bible House, or 
‘through the Society’s District Superintendents. 
|The annual reports of auxiliaries should be sent 
jalso, and any information concerning the decease 
‘of life members and directors or their change of 
‘residence, that the proper corrections may be 
»made before printing the Annual Report. 


——— + -- 


(ON THE SUPPOSED OBSCURITY OF 
HOLY SCRIPTURE. 


‘PORTIONS OF A LECTURE BY THE LATE REV. J. B. MOZLEY, 
D.D., REGIUS PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY IN THE UNIVERSITY 
OF OXFORD. 

There appears to have been a tendency lately to 
exaggerate the obscurity of Scripture. I do not 
‘mean of particular texts or departments, such as 
‘the typical language of Scripture, or the propheti- 
‘cal section of Scripture, but of Scripture in matters 
of faith. This has been alleged sometimes in the 
‘interests of church authority, to create a more 
‘stringent view of its necessity, sometimes in the 
‘interests of doctrinal skepticism. Let us take first 
‘the extreme school of tradition. What it lays down 
is, that the language of Scripture is an indefinite 
ambiguous language, which is consistent with various 
interpretations ; that, for instance, a Socinian could 
fix his own interpretation upon it, and that it would 
e difficult to show that the language itself did not 
imit of that interpretation, and that the reason 
why the Socinian interpretation is not the right one, 
is not that Scripture may not be so interpreted, but 
that it is not the interpretation of tradition. Tradi- 
tion determines the ambiguity and neutrality of 
ripture to one point, and out of all the interpreta- 
1s of which the language admits, assigns to it 
one. This is a position which goes be- 
Anglican doctrine of tradition. 
these persons attribute this obscurity to 

the reason seems to be that they confound 
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omission with obscurity. Scripture, for instance, on 
the subject of the peculiar nature and virtue of the 
sacrament of the eucharist ; on the relation in which 
infants stand to the grace of the sacrament of bap- 
tism; on the point of the extent of the administra- 
tion of the rite, whether it should be administered to 
infants or not, there is an absence of exact statement ; 
Scripture lays down no doctrine of church-govern- 
ment, and no formal doctrine of any particular order 
of men as the channel of grace to the church. These 
are all points, however, upon which great dissension 
has arisen, and great separations taken place. It may 
be almost said that our church separated from the 
church of Rome at the Reformation upon the question 
of transubstantiation, so much had the movement 
of the Lollards which roused the national mind 
hinged upon that doctrine, and so prominent was its 
place in the whole crisis of the Reformation. Upon 
the baptismal question again, and the question of 
church-government, not only great disputes, but 
separations also have arisen. 

When persons observe then the different disputes 
and schisms which have arisen upon these points 
they say generally and indefinitely, How obscure is 
Selipture, which gives room for so much difference ! 
But omission is one thing, and obscurity is another. 
Before we pronounce the Bible to be an obscure 
book, we must be sure that there is no distinction 
to be drawn between its omission, its silence, or its 
reserve on some points, and its substantial clearness 
and openness on others; and we must be sure too 
that those two styles of treatment in Scripture do not 
respectively attach to fundamental matter of belief 
on the one hand, and to non-fundamental on the 
other. A book must not be called obscure because 
it leaves out some points which it does not care to 
decide ; it is an obscure book only if it is ambigu- 
ous, reserved, and wanting in expression upon the 
great truths which it requires us to believe, and 
leaves them matter of guess. * * * 

Does not the admission which meets us on the very 
threshold of the great Roman controversies go to 
acquit Scripture on this point of obscurity? The 
Roman church professes to draw its peculiar claims 
and dogmas not from Scripture, but from tradition 
as an original independent source. But if this is $0, 
Scripture cannot be answerable for that material 
which is committed to another authority altogether 
to communicate. If you have to be clear on any 
subject you must in the first instance have to speak 


about it. 
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I have tried to explain what appears to me to be 
a source of confusion on this subject; and one from 
which a prejudice has arisen with regard to the lan- 
guage of Scripture—a pre-occupation of persons’ 
minds with the notion that Scripture is, in the matter 
of doctrine generally, a neutral and ambiguous docu- 
ment which tradition alone can interpret. I cannot 
but think that if Scripture had been allowed to 
speak for itself without any intercepting medium of 
this kind, it would have amply vindicated its own 
language. Take it up, seriously of course, and 
reverently, but still regarding it as a book which, 
like any other book, is to declare its own meaning 
by its own words, and I do not think that upon the 
great truths of the Christian creed there can be any 
fair doubt as to what it says. 

With respect to the doctrine, for instance, of our 
Lord’s divinity, it is difficult to understand how any 
one can read St. John’s Gospel, and not see that that 
truth is contained in it; that is, read in the way in 
wnich we should read any other book. The same 
may be said of the doctrine of the atonement; we do 
not want any more than that Scripture should be 
read according to those grammatical rules by which 
other books are read. Imagine yourself taking the 
sacred books of some pagan religion, for example 
the Hindu, and finding some sublime personage 
occurring in them, to whom such language express- 
ive of his being an incarnation of the Deity was 
applied, as is applied to our Lord in numbers of 
passages in the New Testament, and you would not 
hesitate to say that such a personage was in this 
mythological book put forward as an incarnation of 
the Deity. 

Suppose any new Hindu sacred book were dis- 
covered in one of the temples which contained deify- 
ing language as clear regarding some person figuring 
in it, as that of Scripture concerning our Lord: one 
of our oriental scholars who was reading a paner 
on it before the Asiatic society would not scruple’t 
say that that person was exhibited in that oriental 
document as a divine incarnation. Pie iene tans 

Indeed, when we examine the case, as regards the 
mutual relations of tradition and Scripture, it be- 
comes difficult to see how Scripture could fulfil its 
necessary function of being a check zfox tradition, 
unless it expressed the revelation with which it was 
charged with an adequate openness and. clearness, 
A book which admits of many alternatives of mean- 
ings may admit indeed of the right meaning, but 
cannot in the nature of the case be a check upon 
the wrong ones. Let us imagine tradition having no 
check at all of a written word upon it. How would 
the case stand? Tradition then is undoubtedly a 
perfectly natural channel of the communication of 
truth; and we all depend upon it in a hundred dif- 
ferent ways every day. But when people assert, 
as they have a full right to do, the natural use of 
tradition, they sometimes forget its qualifications and 
its limits. It is evident that an oral tradition for 
twenty years, and an oral tradition for two thousand 
years, are very different things. We cannot argue 
because tradition would be a guide for a certain 
length of time after the lifetime of the apostles, that 
it therefore would have been enough for the church 
to depend upon up to the present day. Imagine, 
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then, as I have said, for a moment, that there was 
no Bible, no written word at all, and that the Chris- 
tian revelation had been committed to oral tradition, 
for men to hand down, genération after generation, 
by speech. It would be evident that such oral 
tradition would be only another name for corrup- 
tion; and that, taking human nature as it is, such 
corruption of revelation would‘ begin early, would 
expand largely, and would never stop. But if the 
absence of a written word altogether would leave 
tradition an unchecked and uncontrolled course, a 
written word of which the language was ambiguous 
and only admitted of a true meaning, in common 
with erroneous ones, would not have a very differ- 
ent result. Such a dubious “tera scrifta would 
agree with wrong tradition as well as right, and the 
traditional principle would be the real master of the 
position; and would ever, at every step, determine 
on its own part the sense of the written word, in- 
stead of the written word exercising a true veto 
or check upon the traditional principle. It would 
have an unrestrained course. 3 ei We 

I turn now to another side of this subject. The 
obscurity of Scripture is sometimes alleged in the 
interest of a skeptical religious philosophy; but we 
may remark first that, in this quarter, it is not so 
much the obscurity of Scripture itself that is as- 
serted, as the existence of some intercepting medium 
in ourselves, which hides the true idea of Scripture 
from us. This intercepting medium is regarded as 
being caused by the gradual growth and accumu- 
lation of a succession of traditional interpretations 
of Scripture, with which Christian society is pene- 
trated; a series of Coatings as it were of human 
thought, which must be peeled off, before we arrive 
at what is the real core: this core is the true idea 
of Scripture, but before we reach it all is delusion - 
and deception. The answer then to such a position 
as this is, that we cannot be called upon to enter- 
tain a hypothesis which is wholly gratuitous and 
without evidence. This notion that we are prevented 
from seeing the idea of the apostolical age by coat- 
ings of successive interpretations which have got 
incrusted upon it in our minds, is a mere assump- 
tion. I take up Scripture; I see that, like any other 
book, it professes to express something that it wants 
to tell us; I look at one or another statement or 
sentence in it; the grammar of it is plain: according 
to ordinary rules of construction it means so and so.. 
You say that my thinking so is owing to the medium’ 
through which I look: you refer me to a succession 
of interpretative coatings; all-I can say is, I know — 
nothing about them; I have no reason to suppose 
that this is the case; and until I have some reason I 
shall go on thinking that I understand the passage 
so, because the words mean it. rT 

Or again, the philosophic charge of obscurity 
begins at the other end, not with a veil upon the 
minds of the interpreters, but with a veil upon the 
idea which is interpreted. According to this latter 
method, the apostles themselves did not know their 
own idea, that is, did not know what the true inner 
idea was, which was the centre and essence of that — 
general rough conception which they put into lan-— 
guage, and which they borrowed from the ideas of. 
the age; but which was the popular, contemporary. 
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-clothing of the true idea rather than the true idea 
fitself. The apostles stand, according to this hypoth- 
»esis, somewhat in the same relation to the idea which 
\their statements fundamentally mean, as one theory 
,0f prophecy makes the prophets stand to the sub- 
eject of their own prophecies. The prophets, ac- 
»cording to some, made prophecies the true nature 
10f which they did not themselves understand, but 
»which they expressed as divine instruments and 
amouthpieces. So the apostles are supposed here to 
=express, in the conceptional language of their own 
| day, fundamental truths or ideas, which were not the 
Jones actually present to their own minds; but which 
‘the philosophical evolution of Christianity was sub- 
s sequently to bring out. 

This hypothesis is not then strictly concerned at 
nall with the obscurity of Scripture, as a book ex- 
Mook ex the idea which it intends to express. If a 


» book expresses those ideas which are in the minds of 
the writers, then I do not call it an obscure book. 
| If you say that those ideas themselves must undergo 
h a process, that those ideas themselves must be trans- 
lated into other ideas, that is certainly an obscure 
nand difficult proceeding, and an interminable one. 
But we are not concerned with it on the question of 
a book’s obscurity. We have not here to do with 
the mysteriousness of the ideas or their peculiarity, 
but only with the fact, that in Scripture those ideas 
are expressed, and that Scripture does not fail in the 
=statement of them. And though it may fairly be 
required. that the ideas which a book expresses, if 
it is to be acquitted of obscurity, should not be 
mere caprices of individual mysticism—mere eccen- 
tric and isolated fancies—so much requirement as this 
is undoubtedly fulfilled in Scripture. The ideas of 
Scripture are large and generally received ideas, they 
are ideas which are embraced by the human race. 
’ The ideas of the incarnation and the atonement have 
a place in human nature and in the human mind; and 
‘though they are incapable of pure intellectual con- 
ception, that is, no clear image or outline of them 
can be raised in the mind, it would be absurd to 
say that on that account they were not genuine legiti- 
mate ideas; because otherwise we should have to 
say that the soul was an illegitimate idea, or that 
duty or “‘ought”’ was; as we can raise no clear con- 
ception of the soul, or of what we call “ought.” 
| Unless we admit ideas which are not spurious, yet 
: at the same time do not allow of accurate concep- 
‘tion, we cannot advance a step either in natural 
| religion or morals. Me x a 

I maintain here that the view of Scripture which 
| represents it as obscure, as ambiguous and a mere 
| recipient of alternatives of meaning—that ¢hzs is 
\ the untrue, the artificial view of Scripture, and that 
\ the real fact is the other way. Scripture is indeed 
| but too plain, its truths too express, if we are to 
judge by the extraordinary difficulty there is in ex- 
| plaining them away. Some minds, however, apply- 
|ing a really reverential spirit too narrowly, seem 
|to have been afraid that it would be disloyal to 
tradition to admit openness and clearness in Scrip- 
|ture. And so there has been a tendency, if I may 
say so, to make out Scripture to be uncertain even 
ainst facts, in order to call in tradition to decide. 


ocUcremrmlUCUr UCU UEUlUCUOOCUCUCOOClCOO 


it it is hard upon us if we cannot use a most val- 


uable assertion when facts give it us, and if we must 
fall back instead upon a controversial position, which 
is unwieldy and also untrue. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Prru.—TZhe Record, of Valparaiso, speaks of the 
return of Mr. Krauss from Lima and Callao, where 
515 volumes of Scripture in Spanish had been dis- 
posed of: 213 Bibles, 200 Testaments, and 102 Gos- 
pels. More Bibles were sold in Callao than in Lima, 
though in the latter city there are 140,000 inhabitants, 
while Callao has not more than one-fourth as many. 
Mr. K’s impression is one of encouragement. He 
was told that the people were too fanatical to pur- 
chase Bibles, but he found them willing though poor 
and uninformed regarding the Holy Book. 

The Record calls attention to the heavy expenses 
attending the shipment and unlading of freight in 
Peru. At the dock in Callao the tolls on two cases 
of Scriptures from Panama were about twenty-five 
dollars ; an indication that the legislation of the land 
throws obstacles in the way of those who would 
convey to the Peruvians the Scriptures which have 
enlightened other nations. 


CoNSTANTINOPLE.—Dr. Bliss writes, under date of 
Jan. 5th: 

Yesterday, after a hard struggle, the permit to 
print the Osmanli-Turkish New Testament was given, 
and we shall soon have it inhand. The printing of 
Gospels in Bulgarian has been delayed by our in- 
ability to get pérmission from the government. That, 
however, has now been secured, and we shall have 
them ready next week, and forward them to the 
front as soon as possible. 

In spite of the refusal of the Bishop of Sophia to 
allow the distribution of the New Testament among 
the soldiers, the “Red Cross” Society is doing a good 
deal, and other agents as well. The expense will 
be somewhat heavy on account of the difficulty of 
transportation. From every quarter we hear of the 
joy of the “boys” in getting hold of the New Testa- 
ment, or a card with Scripture verses. The New 
Testament in large print is most welcome in the 
hospitals. aes 

Cusa.—Mr. McKim says: 

Very few cases have occurred where a purchaser 
has wished to return a book. It has been a teacher, 
or a relative, or a servant of the family, who has pre- 
sented books for redemption. In Cienfuegos, it was 
a teacher who supposed our cheap Bibles must have 
cost at least five dollars each, and was astonished at 
receiving only fifty-five cents which his pupil had 
paid. There are many such misconceptions, of no 
great moment in themselves when they do not pre- 
vent the people from reading the Scriptures ; but the 
priests, and especially the Jesuits, are bitter opponents 
of the circulation of what they call the “ Protestant 
Bible.” In Villa Clara I was encouraged by finding 
a man reading an old Bible, who says he is a 
Protestant and a Christian. — 
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My work in January has been retarded by the bad 
weather and heavy rains, which are unprecedented. 

Loocuoo IsLANDs.—Mr. Loomis writes from Japan: 

I have just authorized a man to proceed to the 
Loochoo Islands and establish colporteur work there. 
As you are aware, the people are partly Japanese and 
are tributary to this empire. They study the Chinese 
character, but the majority learn to write the Japanese 
hirakana, and the spoken language appears to differ 
but little from that of Japan. The population of the 
group must be about 170,000, and there are steamers 
connecting with Nagasaki and Kagoohima. I am 
not yet sure whether the present translations will 
meet all demands, or whether a special version must 
needs be made. I have a copy of Bettleheim’s work, 
but doubt very much whether it is worthy of wide 
circulation, I shall learn from our colporteur what 
is best to be done, and propose to make a visit there 
as soon as opportunity offers, 


PersiA.—Mr. Whipple was at Teheran on the 24th 
of November, having visited Zenjohn and Hamadan. 
Between these two places he passed over a road 
which no colporteur had ever traversed, and at every 
place where he spent a night, he took occasion to 
leave at least a Portion of Scripture, hoping to excite 
an interest anda desire for more. At one place he 
found purchasers for nearly twenty copies, and what 
is more remarkable, a mud/ah bought a number, at a 
reduced price, to sell again. It is not often that 
mullahs are found willing to act as colporteurs of the 
Bible without pay. At Hamadan he commissioned 
two colporteurs to canvass the region which he had 
passed through. More could be well employed if 
suitable persons could be found. 

Mr. Whipple speaks of having had trouble from 
custom-house officials at Tabreez who detained his 
boxes of Bibles, and refused to surrender those 
printed in Arabic, Persian, and Turkish; but owing 
to the intervention of the English consul orders were 
given to release them all. 


Russta.—The colporteur Alisanoff has returned to 
the capital, after spending’ten months in Olonetz 
and Archangel governments, when he disposed. of 
6,317 New Testaments. His work was slow and 
tedious, going from village to village with his horse 
and cart. Poor crops of grain and flax have left the 
peasantry destitute. He met the Abbot of the Monas- 
tery at Archangel (a member of the Russian Bible 
Society), who promised to write for a new supply of 
Testaments when his present stock is exhausted. 

There are cheering indications that the people of 
Russia desire more than ever to have the Bible. 
Instances have indeed occurred where the Scrip- 
tures have been taken away from the peasantry in 
the interior, but in some of these cases the books 


have eventually been restored to their rightful 
owners. : 


Tuy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast 
established the earth, and it abideth.—Ps, II9: 90.» 
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BIBLE-SELLING AT NANKING. 
BY T. PROTHEROE. 


Nanking, as the name denotes, is the southern 
capital of the Chinese empire, and is built upon both 
banks of a small river, which discharges itself into 
the Yang Tze Kiang. From the river one can form 
some idea of the vast area enclosed, but to get any 
just knowledge of it, he must visit the various centres 
of industry found in the south and western portions 
of the city. Nothing can be more picturesque than 
the ornamented bridges, both wooden and stone, 
which cross the river. The effect is added to by 
several of the larger tea-shops being ornamented 
similar to the bridges near which they stand. The 
Buddhist retreats on hilly ground near the west 
gate of the city, with their miniature stone bridges and 
neat temples located in evergreen bamboo groves, 
present a unique picture. As we left these mystical 
scenes, we came in sight of one of the largest tem- 
ples, built for the adoration and worship of the Sage 
Confucius. We were in the city during the triennial 
examinations, and were surprised to see the immense 
building erected for the accommodation of the stu- 
dents from this and the adjoining province. Owing 
to their presence, and that of their followers who 
also thronged the city, it was impossible to walk the 
streets with ease. In former years on such occasions 
difficulty has been experienced in getting near to 
these examination halls; but owing to the abatement 
of their prejudice against the foreigner on the part of 
the students, I was able to go in and out among them 
freely, before and after their examinations, and re- 
ceived in general most respectful treatment. 

We arrived at Nanking when the students were 
expecting to enter the halls. The excitement was 
such that little could then be done. As they retired 
from the first examination, we took our stand near 
the examination halls and offered the gospels to 
the retiring students, but our sales were very few. 
During the remaining two examinations, we worked 
among their attendants and among the many trades- 
men who had come hoping for a plentiful harvest. 
Our success among them was gratifying. The exam-— 
inations completed, I determined to place myself in 
the way of the students as they left the city to return 
home. In this way I spent some three weeks, and 
never heard an abusive remark, or experienced any 
trouble. Sometimes a group of students would call 
to us from the door of their friend’s house; or from 
the inns in which they were staying. Some of them 
would buy a complete set of gospels; others having 
purchased a portion before would ask for others. 
One day at the west gate a man accosted me thus: 
“Foreign teacher, I bought some books of you the 
other day, and came the next day to purchase more, 
but was unable to find you.” I explained to him that 
I had been in some other part of the city ; this man 
bought three sets of gospels for his friends. . 

I disposed of 3,446 copies of Scriptures during the 
examinations, nine only being donated. ; 

It is apparent that there is an unusual readiness to 
procure our books; and this not because they are 
presented for sale by a foreigner, nor simply because — 
they are cheap; but because some are desirous to 
learn their contents. It is also. true that the books | 
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are read. Sometimes a man who has read a Gospel 
of Matthew will refer to the genealogy of Christ, as 
a list of names he cannot understand. Some will 
recommend the books to others, saying, they speak 
of the blind seeing; the deaf hearing ; the lame 
walking. We who are engaged in the dissemination 
of the ¢rwth, are not under ordinary circumstances 
privileged to reap; still, as we sow, we rejoice that a 
knowledge of the truth is being obtained by this 


) people. 
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COLPORTAGE IN CHINA. 
FROM A REPORT BY MR. J. THORNE, 

I have to advise you of my safe return to Han- 
chung after a most successful journey of thirty-three 
days, in company with Mr. Edward Pearce, of the 
China Inland Mission. We travelled nearly two 


| thousand 7 (666 miles), and disposed of our entire 
‘ stock of books, upwards of 3,600 copies. 


Paoning-fu 
was the extent of our visit westward, and that being 
the only point I had visited when on a Bible tour 
in 1880, the route was otherwise a new one to me. 
Our last basket of books was emptied shortly after 


| leaving the Fu, but as we came back over a road 
| that had been well worked by members of the China 


Inland Mission, our sales could not have counted up 
very much more even with books in hand. Mr. 
Pearce disposed of all his tracts, etc., and we both 
returned feeling well satisfied every way with the trip, 
The colporteurs were evidently in better form for 


' the work, and more at home in Szechuen than any- 


where else north of their native province, Hupeh. 
They did remarkably well, and persevered under all 
circumstances, rough and easy—though there was 
very little easy, by-the-way. An offshoot of the 


mountains that break the “ great river’s” course forms 


a high barrier frontier between Szechuen and this 
province, over which we had to climb upwards of 
four thousand feet above the Hanchung level, which 
is some two thousand feet above the sea. The road 
from this was a small one, and the people “en route” 
had seldom, if ever, had such visitors or seen the 
word of God. The occupants of nearly every house 
were appealed to, and day by day, as we went along, 
very many Gospels, tracts, etc., were distributed. 

Our escapes from death or severe accident were 
something miraculous. A led horse stumbled down 
a stone stairway and over a steep bank, coming up 
again, after some trouble, none the worse for the 
mishap. At another time Mr. Pearse’s horse carried 
him over a steep place, he falling some thirty feet, 
and his animal fifty, both caught by the heavy growth 
of bushes and saplings, otherwise a sheer descent of 
some two hundred and fifty feet would have been 
taken! At another time the same brute that brought 
Mr. Pearce to grief carried me over the path, I fall- 
ing on a rock and the horse on another declivity. 
Excepting a finger slightly torn and a few slight 
—, no harm resulted. Bless the Lord! 


eso BREAD ON THE WATERS. 


* Letter addressed to the Rev. George W. Chamberlain, 
JS. Paulo. Translated from the Imprensa Evangelica. 


Ne early twenty-one years ago I was in the city of 
oiciad province of Rio Grande do Sul, em- 
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ployed in a hardware store. I was scarcely fifteen 
years old. Even from childhood very fond of study, 
I was continually borrowing books from my school 
companions and others. One of my favourite studies 
was physics, which I pursued attentively, attempting 
some new experiment nearly every day. 

One day, in Porto Alegre, passing a shop where 
lamps and sewing machines were sold, I stopped in 
front of a show-window to see the working of a small 
motor there displayed. Not satisfied with looking 
from the outside, I entered and asked if I might ex- 
amine it more closely, wishing, like a child, to have 
the satisfaction of touching it. In this shop I met a 
gentleman who appeared to me to be of the Anglo- 
Saxon race. I conversed at length with him, and 
went away promising to return to talk more upon the 
subject which had engaged our attention. 

On one occasion our talk turned upon the love of 
Christ, and the gentleman gave me a New Testament, 
‘‘Pilgrim’s Progress,’ and a small book entitled, 
“Little Henry and his Servant Boosy.” ‘I took them 
to the store where I was employed, and at night I 
would fairly devour their pages. 

Just then it pleased Providence to visit me with a 
sickness which kept me in bed for some weeks. 
After the fever passed and when I was convalescing, 
I began again to read the New Testament. The reli- 
gion I had at that time was nothing, although I had 
been educated in schools where we attended mass 
and learned by heart whole pages of a book on 
Christian doctrine! Indifference and infidelity had 
already invaded my spirit, and, wholly blind, I was 
tending towards a bottomless abyss, when this dread 
cast upon the waters startled me into watchfulness, as 
if one had demanded of me, ‘‘ Young man, what are 
you doing? what have you been doing all your life?” 
The account of the life of Jesus, his teachings, his 
death, his resurrection, his ascension, so aroused my 
attention that I could not refrain from going over the 
history during my leisure hours. 

In the course of time, to satisfy my desires, I left 
my family and my country and -went to the River 
Plate, where, some four years after, I received from 
our brother, Mr. Andrew M. Milne, a Portuguese 
Bible, and was induced to take up again the reading I 
had abandoned when I left home. Once more I re- | 
sumed the reading of the treasure of inexhaustible 
riches, and began to comprehend the promise of God 
in Christ, and to see how terrible is sin. I heard 
God’s call and the promise to sinners, “Come unto 
me.” Presently I remembered the wonderful book of 
John Bunyan, which the North American had given 
me four years before. I began to get an understand- 
ing of what I had read in the New Testament about 


‘the death of Christ for our sins, and it pleased God to 


open, little by little, the gates of my heart and to 
plant in it the Christian seed which should germinate 
and produce the richest and most abundant fruit.” 

Day by day I was experiencing in practical life that 
change which only the power of Christ can produce 
in the believer. I felt the necessity, born ofa true 
conversion, of doing something for the cause of our 


‘Lord. But what could I do? I, such a vile, unwor- 


thy sinner? I meditated, and asked God more than 
once to take me and use me, the most useless of his 
servants. Presently I had the opportunity of becom- 
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ing a tax collector, and I did not hesitate to put my 
hand to the plow to cultivate the field of ignorance of 
God’s love and free pardon. 

In following my occupation I traversed the whole of 
the Republic of Uruguay, Argentine Republic, Para- 
guay, Matto Grosso, and Rio Grande do Sul, and in 
every city or village I unfurled the banner of the sym- 
bol of redemption, and proved to the superstitious, 
the indifferent, and the infidel, that Jesus Christ was 
the end of the law to justify, sanctify, and glorify. 

On the 21st of March, of the present year, I was 
sent on a new circuit in the province of Rio Grande 
do Sul. The centre of my operations is the capital of 
the province where I had first recognized the light of 
Christian truth. Who would have said that the ower 
of God and the wisdom of God would have chosen me 
to be a messenger and interpreter of his divine word? 
In that dread cast upon the waters by the North Amer- 
ican, God fulfilled his promise, caring for it so that 
from that one loaf who can tell, in the time of the 
ingathering, how many basketsful will be taken up to 
the glory of God? 

After twenty-one years I come back to my country 
with knowledge useful for the edification of the church 
of God and the welfare of my native land. The work 
is great, and each day I ask God that he will bless me 
and give me strength to press onward according to 
his will. ; 

I was always sorry not to know who my benefactor 
was, and now that I have discovered him, full of joy I 
write you this letter, declarirtg that for my complete 
satisfaction it only remains for me to give you a cor- 
dial and fraternal hand-grasp, and to relate to you by 
word of mouth what Jesus has done for my soul, 
though I am still pitiful, wretched, poor, blind, and 
naked. Iam happy that, under the Lord God of all, 
I can thank you. 

I have narrated this, thinking that a knowledge of 
it might be of benefit to some, and that, in season and 
out of season, they may cast their bread upon the 
waters. 

May God have you in his keeping! 
Joao C. CorrREA. 


>> 


[fRANSLATED FROM THE RUSSIAN. ] 


GOLUBEFF’S REPORT OF AN EXPEDITION 
TO IRKUTSK AND YAKOOTSK. 


Early last March, during the illness. of Colporteur 
Radchenko, I was commissioned by the Commit- 
tee of the Russian Bible Society, for the third time, to 
go to Eastern Siberia to circulate the Scriptures. I 
started in the latter part of the. month and travelled 
by rail to the town of Orenburg ; from Orenburg by 
post horses through Omsk, Tomsk, and Kasmoyarsk, 
distance 4,000 versts (2,667 miles), changing vehicles 
at each station. The roads were very bad, and trav- 
elling, partly in sledges and partly on wheels, was 
both difficult and dangerous. I had to cross the Ob 
on foot; on the further side of the Tom I had to wait 
four days and nights in the small village of Alaeff for 
‘an opportunity to cross ina ferry-boat through the 
thick, newly-formed pack ice to Irkutsk. Later on 


the travelling was a little better, though the roads — 


“were almost impassable from mud. 
~ Thad the blessing of Benjamin, bishop of Orenburg 
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and Oorol, Vladimir of Tomsk, and Isaac of Krasmo- 
yarsk. On the road I met Benjamin, bishop of Ir- 
kutsk, on a diocesan tour. All the clergy wished me 
success. On the road to Irkutsk I circulated 130 
copies. I arrived at Irkutsk on the 14th of May, and 
there I received 10,000 copies of Scriptures, sent by 
post ; storage was granted in the bishop’s residence, 
where I stopped. Here I laid in necessary provisions 
for ‘the journey, being told that along the Lena I 
should not be able to procure bread; and having 
despatched twenty boxes of books by express, I 
took three boxes with me and started by post for 
Kachooga (160 miles). There I transferred my effects 
to a boat—(56 feet long, 18 feet wide) with a stern oar 
and two side oars, but propelled by the current—on 
which I had to stow myself away among miscella- 
neous merchandise, tow, soap, candles, boots, etc., so 
thickly piled that it was hard to find room to sit or 
walk. The voyage was favorable, but tedious; for 
sixteen nights I could not undress ; the weather was 
cold and changeable, with snow and rain. 

The population are fearfully poor, and endure want 
and privation owing chiefly, I infer, to their idleness. 
The last spring caused much harm and loss, when the 
ice was passing. I saw large masses piled upon both 
banks of the river; wooden buildings and houses 
were swept away, and fields and tillage land inundated. 
On the way to Vitim I circulated 260 copies. 

Eight hundred miles from Irkutsk I came to the “‘res- 
idence”’ Visk, belonging to Mr. Sibiriakoff, where, 
thanks to my letters of introduction, the steamboat 
agent allowed me to occupy the visitors’ room. Here 
I visited the barracks of the work people and the 
landing places, and sold books for $12 50. The agent 
himself also bought for $7 50 for distribution. I must 
not fail to bring to the notice of the committee that on 
all my journeys on Mr. Sibiriakoff’s steamers I had 
first-class return tickets from Mr. Gorzdoff, with books 
freight free, thereby effecting a saving of $150. 

Having finished my work at Viska, I started on 
June the roth for the diggings of Sibiriakoft, on the 


, steamer Gonetz, for the upper part of the river Vitim, 


where I sold twenty Testaments to the sailors, who 
were greatly surprised at the low price of the books. 

[The report gives, with considerable detail, the 
amounts received from sales and from contributions, 
at the various mines visited. The managers of the 
“diggings,” the work people, and many priests, were 
willing customers. In the aggregate, there were sold 
in June 2,160 volumes for $325, and contributions were 
received amounting to $202.] 

Of the miners in general, Golubeff says : 

Some bluntly refused to acquire the Gospels, others 
very readily accepted. I saw many reading, as I 
passed along their rooms, surrounded by a group.of- 
listeners, and such a picture was my best reward, and 
The majority of the 
miners were of course unable to read, and spoke of 
themselves as “blind,” but they readily bought the — 
Gospels to take to their homes; others said ironi- 
cally, “ We will buy and we shall be saved ;” others 
said, “It is vain and useless labor to circulate the | 
Scriptures at the diggings.’ Many were astonished 
at the cheapness of the books, and said, “The bind- 
ing costs more than that.’ Some, with haughty dis- 


dain, said, “ We do not read the Gospels, because we - 
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know them.” When one man wished to buy a Psal- 

ter, another very seriously dissuaded him: “ Brother, 
you will die if you read the Psalter; you know that it 
is only for the service over the dead.” I told him 
that the Psalter is the choicest form of prayer, which 
comforts every Christian: suffice it to say, that the 
Psalter was bought. Others, not strong in the faith, 
are indifferent; but there are some very comforting 
instances where the word of God was received with 
such gladness and gratitude as it is impossible to de- 
scribe. At one of the smaller diggings, where I stop- 
ped only two hours and sold thirty copies, a Circas- 
sian servant came to me and handed me three rou- 
bles, saying, “I am unable to read, but it appears to 
me. that you are doing a good work, and I beg you to 
take this small amount of money to let others read 
the word of God.” 

. I started from the “residence” Visk for Yakootsk, 
July 25th, by steamer, with four cases of books, arriv- 
ing there four days later. Here the Lena is very wide, 
with numerous islands and shoals, and when the wind 
is high the steamers rock and roll as in the open sea. 
I finished my work in a few days, circulating 1,700 
copies of Scriptures, a part of which were sold in the 
Theological Consistory, to be sent to distant parts 
of the territory, Velusk and Middle and Upper Ko- 
linsk. In the prison and asylum I gave away Ioo0 
copies, in the hospital 25 copies. The inhabitants of 
Yakootsk were astounded at the benevolence which 
prompted selling the Scriptures at such cheap prices. 

Every fresh arrival in such a-desert place as Ya- 
kootsk is received with oriental.gladness, greetings, 
and kind-heartedness in its fullest sense. I was hos- 
pitably entertained by my fellow Muscovite, Prince 
J. D’Krapotkin, policemaster of Yakootsk. This town 
lies on the left bank of the Lena, in 62° north latitude, 
and 147° 25’ east longitude, distant from St. Peters- 
burg 6,000 miles; inhabitants of both sexes, 5,765; 

houses, 336; churches, 7; shops, 157; dramshops, 40; 
liquor stores, 21. Yakootsk struck me with its pre- 
tentious splendor ; thts perhaps because I had spent 
three months on the Lena in the sparsely populated 
places. Here stand the ruins of an ancient wooden 
fortress, built in 1642, and a monastery from 1664. 
During my stay, to my astonishment the heat was 95° 
Fahrenheit, in the shade, but the permanent residents 
say the winters are very cold, so much so, as they 
aver, that to breathe the air is difficult, and the sum- 
mer nights are so bright and clear that St. Petersburg 
must yield the palm. 


\ 


POWER OF THE WORD. 
BY MOSES C. WHITE, M.D. 


In January, 1853, I took passage from Canton, 
China, for New York in the clipper-ship N. B. 
Palmer, commanded by Captain Low. In con- 
sequence of running upon an unknown coral reef in 
the Java Sea our ship was so injured that we were 
detained three months at Batavia, in the Island of 
_ Java, to repair damages. While at Batavia I became‘ 
acquainted with Rev. Mr. Du Puy, a clergyman of the 
_ Church of England, who was pastor of the only Eng- 
\lish-speaking congregation at Batavia. 

From him I learned that during the English war 
with China, 1§ 40-44 while missionaries of the Lon- 


: 
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don Missionary Society resided at Batavia and some 
at Surabaya, on the east end of Java, the New Testa- 
ment was published by them in the Malay language. 
When in 1844 the five forts of China were opened, all 
these missionaries left Java and entered China. 
Copies of the New Testament in the Malay language 
were left at Surabaya with a pious Dutch watch- 
maker, who with his daughter made a practice of 
going into the streets and bazars, on market-days, 
when the native Malays came in to trade, and offering 
these Malay Testaments to the heathen Malays. But 
nobody seemed to care for the books, and very few 
persons could be persuaded to take them. This 
pious watchmaker and his daughter continued to 
offer the Testament to the natives on market-days. 
After a time one man, a native Malay, took a Testa- 
ment home and became interested in reading it.. He 
read it aloud to his family and friends. His neigh- 
bors gathered around to hear the wonderful. book. 
The man told them to go to the old watchmaker and 
they could get copies for themselves. They did so, 
and the Malay Testament was eagerly taken and read 
by the natives. People met together in crowds, 
those that could not read eager to hear the wonder- 
ful story of the gospel. They gave up their idol wor- 
ship and began to pray and worship the God of the 
Bible, according to the light which they derived from 
the Malay Testament. They abandoned all practices 
which seemed to them inconsistent with the teaching 
of the Testament. Hundreds banded together to 
read the books and worship according to this new 
revelation, so strangely brought to their knowledge. 
A Chinese theatrical performer wandered in among 
this people and became so much interested in what 
he saw and heard that he begged the Malay con- 
gregation to take him in as one of their society. 
They told him that if he wanted to worship as they 
did he must abandon his theatrical trade. This, he 
said, he could not do as that was his only means of 


living. But soon this Chinese theatrical performer 


returned and said he would give up his profession— 
he would give up everything—to become a follower 
of Jesus, that he might worship and live in accord- 
ance with this new religion. After a time news of 
this wonderful movement reached Batavia, and eare- 


ful investigation showed that about seven hundred 
“men, women, and children had abandoned their idols 
‘and were united in a society of their own to worship 
‘God according to the light they had obtained from 


the New Testament alone without any living teacher. 
Rey. Mr. Du Puy said these facts had then (1853) but 
recently come to the knowledge of Europeans, but 
that he was satisfied that it might be safely said that 
at least 300 or 400 had been truly converted, and had 
become real Christians by the influence of these 
Malay Testaments distributed by the pious watch- 
maker and his daughter, long after the missionaries 
who translated and printed the New Testament in 
the Malay language, had gone to other fields of labor. 
I have always understood that Rev. Dr. Medhurst, 
of the London Missionary Society, who resided at 
Batavia, and who published a Chinese dictionary at 


‘Batavia in 1842 and ’43, was one of the translators of 
this Malay New Testament: 


While I was at. Fuhchau, China, about 1850, as 


nearly as I can remember, a well-dressed Chinaman 
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entered my house with his son,.a boy of 10 or 12 
years of age, saying that he came some three days’ 
journey from the interior of the country—that he 
wanted some old books. I offered him portions of 
the New Testament in Chinese. That was not what 
he wanted, he had seen copies of that. He wanted 
the OLD Books. I gave him some portions (I don’t 
remember how complete) of the Old Testament. I 
should think I gave him the Pentateuch, and Joshua, 
and Judges, in Chinese. ‘‘ That is it,’ said he; 
“that is what I wanted.” He gave these books to 
his son as a peculiar treasure,and with profound 
thanks took his departure. I never saw or heard 
from this man again, but it is one of the pleasant 
memories, very numerous, of my labors in the China 
Mission of the Methodist Episcopal Church. I never 
had a lingering doubt of the certain fruit that the 
written word will bring forth. 

It was delightful work, full of pleasant memories 
and joyful anticipations of blessed results. 

AN OLD COIN, A BIBLE, AND A CONVERT. 
REV. GERALD F. DALE. 

A little more than two years ago a lad came to 
my house from one of the most bigoted villages upon 
Lebanon and asked for a Bible. He had no money 
to pay for it, but offered a silver coin which he had 
found in plowing upon the plain of Cale Syria. I 
gave him a large reference Bible for the coin, and 
paid for it from a sum provided by a little boy in 
Eastern Pennsylvania for the purchase of Bibles and 
Testaments. I sent the coin to the boy who con- 
tributed the money. Some time after the lad called 
again, and told me that his relatives were endeavor- 
ing to take the Bible from him to destroy it. But, he 
said, with a beaming face, that he had prepared a 
chest, with lock and key, for his Bible, and held up 
the key to show that his Bible was safe. I have 
since been to the United States for a much-needed 
rest, and immediately after my return to my field 
of labor was informed that two young men had been 
examined by the session of the Zahleh Church, and 
were to be received into full communion upon the 
following Sabbath. Imagine my joy to find that one 
of the young men was the lad who had given the 
old silver coin for the Bible. During those inter- 
vening: months the sacred pages of that precious 
Bible had been read, and the prayers of that little 
boy in Eastern Pennsylvania had been answered, and 
-a soul had been born again. The young man has 
made a public profession of his faith, and is one of 
the most zealous of our church members. A com- 
panion, with whom he has been accustomed to study 
the Bible, had intended to unite with the church at 
the same time, but has been detained by the fierce 
opposition of his bigoted and wicked relatives.— The 
Lforcign Missionary. 


WHAT THE BIBLE IS -DOING FOR 

~S=SYRIA. 

BY REV. H. A. NELSON, D.D. 

In my sojourn with our missionaries last winter, in 
Beirut and Sidon, and in touring with them among 
the villages of Mount Lebanon, nothing impressed 
me.more hopefully than what I saw and heard of the 
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quiet and patient diligence with which missionary and 
native teachers are filling young Syrian minds with 
the words and truths of Holy Scripture. In many 
schools supervised by our missionaries, and in many 
of those excellent schools known as “Mrs. Mott’s”’ 
—the “ British Syrian schools ”—I tried the children 
with such biblical questions as I would use in testing 
the proficiency of our own Sabbath schools. Their 
eager faces would show with what interest they 
listened to the interpreter’s rendering of my English 
into their own Arabic, and, doubtless, in my own face 
must have been visible to them the satisfaction with 
which I would receive their always prompt and cor- 
rect answers. Then the missionary or the teacher 
would set them'to reciting, in concert, whole psalms 
and whole chapters. 

In Mrs. Mott’s ‘‘ Training School,” in Beirut, young 
Syrian women are well and solidly educated, as in 
our Normal schools; they are well taught in the 
common branches of secular knowledge, and made 
able to speak and read the English language, and 
thus introduced to English literature. But no other 
teaching is made so prominent as the biblical. The 
Bible itself is directly and earnestly studied with the 
same thoroughness as any secular text-book; and its 
truth and spirit are made to encompass and pervade 
all other teaching, as the atmosphere encompasses 
and pervades our bodies and our homes. Numbers 
of the young women thus trained are already teaching 
the lower schools in the Syrian villages. Usually a 
group of these—two or three or more—are under the 
supervision of some English lady. I was a guest for 
three days in one such school in Hasbeiya, just above 
the northernmost fountain of the Jordan, 7. e., of its 
branch, the Hasbany. Never shall I forget the restful 
comfort of that Sabbath and Saturday and Monday, 
in the home of Miss Gibbons and Miss Lord, with 
their lady-like Syrian helpers. Rarely have I had 
more satisfactory experience of Christian fellowship. 
I can no more doubt what effect the streams of 
influence will have which flow from that school 
than of that upon the plain below of the wonderful 
stream that gushes, clear and cold, from the Hasbany 
fountain. 

On my Sabbath at Baalbek I met, in our mission 
chapel, Madame Hiss, a native of Strassburg, whose 
vernacular is French, and who is able to speak Eng- 
lish well. She presides over, perhaps, a half dozen 
young Syrian women, trained in Mrs. Mott’s school 
and now teaching the children and adult women of 
Baalbek. Madame Hiss told me that she has 150 
Moslem girls in her school. The Moslems there she | 
finds more accessible than the Greeks and Maronites 
and Papists, whose ecclesiastics, male and - female, 
watch them more closely. She also told me that one 


_of her teachers acts as a Bible-woman, going about to 


Moslem homes and reading the Bible to women and — 
to men, many of whom give respectful and eager 
attention. Moslem women come to the school to be 

taught to sew, and, while busy with their needles, 


’ they must needs listen to Bible reading, or the telling 


of Bible stories. ‘Sometimes at first, she says, Moslem — 
girls will scoff at the statement that Jesus is the Son 
of God, saying, “God is not married.” But the 
patient and firm kindness with which they find them- 
selves treated by women so much their superiors, — 
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who worship Jesus, is apt to win them to respectful 
behavior. And who shall undertake to set a limit to 
the influence likely to be exerted by the word of God 
thus hidden in even those prejudiced hearts ? 

Our training schools in Sidon and Sukh el Ghurb 
and Beirut and Tripoli are doing the work in a 
thoroughly scientific and thoroughly biblical way. 
Young women are trained who will be teachers and 
mothers ; young men who will be teachers, physicians, 
preachers. All are getting their education in schools 
in which they learn nothing else more thoroughly 
than they learn the Bible. 

And, then, the Syrian Protestant College at Beirut 
is educating in the same Bible atmosphere the men 
whose lives will make the history of Syria and, in no 
small measure, of Egypt, as that history shall flow 
into the twentieth century. The kingdom of God is 
coming in those lands, like leaven in meal. ‘‘The 
word of God is quick and powerful.”’ « It is alive and 
life-giving — The Foreign Missionary. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 

ILLINOIS AND WESTERN INDIANA.—The auxilia- 
ries reporting last month were Galena Bible Society 
and Fayette, Morgan, and Shelby Counties. These 
auxiliaries are all in good shape, well organized and 
well worked. Morgan County makes another excel- 
lent report at its forty-sixth anniversary, held at Grace 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Jacksonville, Dec. 2oth. 
The president, Dr. S. W. Brown, presided, and made 
an excellent address. The society owes very much of 
its prosperity to the president and his efficient asso- 
ciates in office. Rev. Mr. Gilbert, of the Zion Church, 
gave an able address also, and the auxiliary made a 
donation of $350 to the general work of the Parent 
Society. 

Iowa.—The anniversary meeting in Mount Pleasant 
was large in numbers and, I think, deep in interest. 
The place is blessed with a few who love the Bible 
work. The anniversary in Tipton was very satisfac- 
tory, so far as the public meeting was concerned; a 
very large congregation was present, who listened at- 
tentively to the address of your Superintendent. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—By special request I 
visited Union City, West Tennessee, one of the 
young growing cities of the State, remarkable for 
+ its manufacturing interests. There was a very large 
‘audience—a union service of all the churches, com- 
prising the Southern Methodists, Old Presbyterians, 
Cumberland Presbyterians, Baptists, and Christian 
Churches. The service was held in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. The collection amounted 
to $85 65. It was a cheerful and liberal offering, and 
the Christian people of the young city were very 
happy over the results. ” 

I visited also the Memphis Conference of the Meth- 

- odist Episcopal Church South, at Paducah, Ky. The 

_ Conference constituted the presiding bishop, Rt. Rev. 

_R. K. Hargrove, a life member. I delivered the usual 
address before the Conference. 

_ Thence I went to Christian County, Ky: , to hold the 
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A . °4° 
anniversary of their auxiliary on the second Sabbath 
of the month. The meeting was a very pleasant and 
profitable one, and the collection $60. 


MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—Barry County Bible 
Society held its annual meeting Dec. 13th, at Has- 
tings, Mich. The audience was excellent and the in- _ 
terest encouraging. It had been years since a public 
meeting was held. 

The 2d of the month found me at Chippewa Falls, 
Wis. In the morning I spoke in the Presbyterian 
Church and in the evening addressed a union meeting 
at the Methodist Episcopal Church. The pastors of 
the Presbyterian and Baptist Churches also gave ad- 
dresses. ‘The audience was all that the church could 
accommodate. The influence of the meeting of one 
year ago had not passed away. Ifit were possible to 
inspire the auxiliaries to maintain enthusiastic annual 
meetings we would see a rekindled interest in the 
cause of Bible distribution. 

Beloit Bible Society, Wis., has completed the can- 
vass of its territory, and a few other auxiliaries are 
arranging to do some work the coming season. 


Missouri.—The first Sabbath of the month was 
passed in Concordia, 220 miles from St.Louis. The 
population is all German, and largely church-going. 
Five of the six German churches love the American 
Bible Society ; two of them are German Evangelical ; 
two are Baptist ; and one Methodist Episcopal. The 
auxiliary needs no outside pressure to secure its an- 
nual and semi-annual meetings. The four pastors 
spoke in German, and seemed to warm up the au- 
dience, and my talk secured good attention. 

Maryville, Nodaway County, has two Methodist 
Churches, one Baptist, one Christian, and one Presby- 
terian. Our recent union Bible meeting there filled © 
the latter church ; and with the several pastors on the 
platform and the stirring addresses, it is hoped that a 
new era has dawned on ‘the Bible cause. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WYoOMING.—The third 
Sunday of the month I attended the first anniversary 
of the Bible society of Friend and vicinity. It was a 
union meeting of the Baptist, Methodist, and Congre- 
gational Churches. A gentleman who had just built 
a large hall, kindly gave the use of it for the meeting, 
which was large and enthusiastic. Good will come of 


this society, so recently organized, so well officered, 


and so harmonious. 

The fourth Sunday was spent with the Cass County 
Bible Society at Plattsmouth, where I attended the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of that society in the evening, 
in the Methodist Church. Addresses were made by 
the pastor, Rev. Mr. Cook, Presbyterian, and your 
Superintendent. It was a good meeting and will bear 
fruit. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON ‘TERRITORY.—Sab- 
bath, Dec. 6th, was given to the Bible work in Walla 
Walla, W. T. I preached at the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the morning. The pastor of the United | 
Brethren Church, with his congregation, united with 
the Methodist congregation in the morning:service. 
A union meeting was held at the same church in the 
evening, with the Presbyterian, Cumberland Presby- 
terian, Methodist Episcopal, and United Brethren 
Churches uniting in the services. Short addresses 


were made on the occasion by Rev. D. G. Strong, of 
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the Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. Mr. Gurfn, of 
the Presbyterian Church, and your District Superin- 
tendent. Other pastors were present, and took part 
in the services. 

Sabbath, the 13th, I devoted to the Bible work in 
Douglass County, Oregon. I occupied the pulpit at 
the Presbyterian Churchinthe morning. Inthe even- 
ing the anniversary meeting of the Douglass County 
Bible Society was held in the same church. The 
evening meeting was addressed by Rev. W. A. Smick, 
of the Presbyterian Church, and your District Super- 
intendent. A canvass of Douglass County was made 
during the year by Rev. S. W. Striker, and the desti- 
tute families, individuals, and children, were supplied 
by him with some portion of God’s word. 

The third Sabbath was spent at Eugene City, in 
Lane County, Oregon. I preached at the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the morning. A union Bible 
meeting was held at the Presbyterian Church in the 
evening, with the Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyte- 
rian congregations and their pastors joining in the 
services. 

The fourth Sabbath I spent at Albany, in Linn 
County, Ore. I preached at the Evangelical Church 
in the morning. Two popular union meetings were 
held in the evening—one at the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the other at the United Presbyterian Church. 
Rey. J. W. Harris delivered the principal address at 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and Prof. Wycoff 
made the principal address at the United Presbyterian 
Church. By request of the co-operating pastors of 
the city, your District Superintendent made the first 
address at the meeting held in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church and the closing address at the service held 
in the United Presbyterian Church. The Methodist 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, United Presbyterian, and 
Congregational Churches respectively united in the 
evening meetings. 

All the meetings of the month have been attended 
with a good degree of interest, and the collections for 
the Bible cause are a little in advance of those of a 
year ago. 

TeExaAs.—This month I made my annual visit to the 
valley of the Rio Grande, to the distant auxiliaries, 
Eagle Pass and El Paso. Austin City, my home, is 
about 300 miles west of the east line of Texas. El 
Paso is almost directly west ot Austin, 714 miles. This 
will give an idea of some of my long trips. 

At the annual meeting of the Eagle Pass Bible So- 
ciety there was a pleasant gathering of the devoted 
friends of the Bible on that Mexican border land. At 
El Paso, an evangelist was holding meetings three 
times a day, so there was neither time nor place fér a 
public Bible meeting. The officers held a meeting 
and arranged to canvass the city at the expense of 
this auxiliary. The same was done by the auxiliary 
at Eagle Pass. At El Paso the depositary failed in 
business early in the year, and the books were boxed 
up until my visit, when they were opened out again. 
At both of these places the English-speaking people 
_are in the majority, but more Scriptures are disposed 
ofin Spanish than in English. The Mexicans are in- 
clined to read the Bible when not under the influence 
of the priests. 

Five new colporteurs are added to our corps of 
Bible distributers in this field to begin the new year. 
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Four ecclesiastical bodies were visited—-Texas Con- 
ference, Methodist Episcopal Church South, Bishop 
McTyiere presiding; West Texas Conference, Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, Bishop Foster presiding; 
Texas Conference, African Meth. Episcopal Church, 
Bishop Wayman presiding ; and Gaudalupe Presby- 
tery, Cumberland Presbyterian Church. All approve 
and commend the work of the American Bible Soci- 
ety... It is encouraging that nearly all the Conferences 
contribute something yearly to the Bible cause. 


> + —___—_ 


VERMONT BIBLE SOCIETY. 

From the seventy-third annual report we make the 
following extracts: 

The treasurer’s report shows a decided increase 
in our contributions over the previous year. We 
commenced this year with $1,130 less in the treasury, 
and closed it with #306 more, while, in some direc- 
tions, our expenses have been much greater. Many 
of the churches have contributed generously. But it 
is to be regretted that some of the stronger churches 
in our large villages and towns, where the society has 
expended the most money, have done little or nothing 
during the past five years. Practically they reverse 
the instruction of the apostle when he says: “‘ We that 
are strong ought-to bear the infirmities of the weak.” 

With a desire to aid in training up a generation of 
cheerful and generous givers, as well as to secure 
more money for our present work, the secretary, one 
year ago last August, issued circular letters to all the 
Sunday schools of all denominations in the State, 
asking the children to make a thank-offering for the 
Bible, on the first Sunday in September or as soon 
after as might be found convenient; to earn the 
money they gave and to give as many pennies as 
years old. In response to that call $544 02 were re- 
ceived prior to October roth, 1884. Since that time 
$111 41 more have been received in response to the 
same call, making $655 43 in all. So great was the 
interest manifested, that a similar call was issued this 
year, in which there was given a brief statement of 
the use made of a portion of the children’s money 
already given. When the treasurer’s books were 
closed, on the 2oth of this month, $627 39 had been 
received from this source alone. Since that time 
$54 35 have been received, and several other schools 
have given notice that they are intending to respond 
to the call. But better than the money contributed 
by these Sunday schools—$1,337 17 in the past four- 
teen months—is the great interest awakened in the 
young in regard to giving, which must bear fruit in 
later years in the cheerful support of our churches at 
home, and in generous contributions for the spread 
of the gospel in other portions of our land, and also 
in foreign lands. 


A VENERABLE AND FAITHFUL FRIEND. 
In a letter recently received from the Rev. Dr. 
Aaron Wood, of the Northwest Indiana Conference 


of the Methodist Episcopal Church, he says: 


I commenced giving to the American Bible Society 


-at the visit of the Agent who came to my father’s 
house in 1818—two years after its organization—and 


I have been giving, collecting, organizing, and dis- 
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HEBREW NEW TESTAMENTS. 
[The revival of zeal for the study of Hebrew will 
give interest to the following article, copied from The 
Independent of December ast. ] 


Hebrew translations of the New Testament are 
indeed not a thought or work of our day and date ; 
but such versions have been made with more or less 
success in past decades and centuries. However, 
truly scholarly translations of the New Testament 
into the venerable idiom of the Old, remained for 
our generation. About ten years ago, Prof. Franz 
Delitzsch, of Leipzig, who combined within himself, 
in exquisite harmony, all the requirements necessary 
for making such a translation—a thorough knowledge 
of Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic, a complete mastery 
of Rabbinical and Talmudic lore, as also a full control 
of New Testament exegesis, as is seen from his 
Commentary on Hebrews—after having spent years 
in preliminary work and study, and after having 
published, as a specimen of his translation, the Epistle 
of Paul to the Romans, in a Hebrew translation, with 
Talmudic and Rabbinical notes, published the trans- 
lation of the whole New Testament, which was issued 
[1877] by the British and Foreign Bible Society. In 
every respect the work was asuccess. Scholars hailed 
it with delight ; critics carefully examined it, and gave 
the learned professor the benefit of their suggestions. 
Especially was this done by Professor Driver, the 
English Hebrew scholar, to whom Delitzsch renders 
special thanks in his pamphlet written in English, in 
which he describes the work of the translation in 
detail. The friends of the Jewish Mission cause at 
once adopted it as their text-book in their arduous 
work, and found it the best they ever tried; and not a 
little of that remarkable Jewish-Christian movement 
in Kischneff and elsewhere in Bessarabia is owing to 
the agitation produced by spreading this translation 
among the thousands of the lost sons of Israel in that 
region, to whom the name of Delitzsch stands as a 
synonym of friend and well-wisher. Edition after 
edition was exhausted until the book was finally 
stereotyped ; and now a sixth edition has been out 
for a number of months. The book in all these 
editions was published in a 32mo form, but with very 
clearly cut type, and on good paper. But the request 
for an edition in a larger form was repeatedly made, 
especially by the friends in Kischneff; and accord- 
ingly, as soon as the sixth edition of this smaller form 
had been printed, the publishers commenced to issue 
an octavo edition with larger letters, which could be 
bound together with the common Old Testament 
texts into one volume, if so desired. The price of 
the two editions is a mere trifle, that of the 32mo 
edition being less than 25 cents, and that of the octavo 
- edition about 50 cents. 

At the same time, with the appearance of the octavo 
edition, another and new Hebrew translation of 
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condition, has been finished, and published by his 
intimate friend, Dr. Ch. D. Ginsberg, and the trans- 
lation has appeared at the expense of the English 
Trinitarian Bible Society, at the Imperial Press of 
K. Fromme, in Vienna. Salkinson was well known 
as one of the most elegant and finished Hebrew 
scholars of our day. He had translated into Hebrew 
such works as Teidge’s ‘‘ Urania,” Milton’s ‘‘ Paradise 
Lost,’’ Shakspeare’s ‘‘Romeo and Juliet’? and 
“Othello,’? and other classical English and German 
works. 

A very competent German critic, in comparing the 
two translations, formulates his carefully-prepared 
estimate in these words: ‘‘Salkinson has undertaken 
to reproduce the New Testament in elegant and 
biblical Hebrew, and, thus has endeavored, so to 
say, to produce a masterpiece; on the other hand, 
Delitzsch has proposed to translate the New Testa- 
ment in such a manner as the New Testament authors 
thought their ideas in Hebrew, or at least expressed 
them ina Hebrew way. But he everywhere pours in 
New Testament thoughts into Old Testament molds, 
especially those where Old Testament roots and 
references are undoubtedly at the basis; but, wher- 
ever the New Testament authors, in their Greek 
expression, had before them words and forms of post- 
biblical times, he does not only not avoid using such 
so-called Rabbinical manner of thought and expres- 
sion, but rather everywhere employs them, where 
they can be discovered as the corresponding equiva- 
lents used in those days. Salkinson himself is not 
consistent in carrying out his principle.” 

After a careful comparison of a number of impor- 
tant passages in the two translations, the same critic 
laments that, in Salkinson’s translation so many errata 
are to be found, numbering hundreds. He concludes 
that the new translation is a vast improvement on the 
old London version. That the translation has been 
made in “classical Hebrew idiom,” but that “in 
seeking for elegance of language, exegetical and 
historical correctness, which are always closely con- 
nected with correctness of language, has been lost.” 


REASONS WHY THE BIBLE SOCIETY 
SHOULD BE SUPPORTED. 


~~ Dr. Vaughan, the Dean of Llandaff, recently pre- 


sented six reasons why the British and Fureign Bible 
Society should be supported. We reproduce them, 
as given in the Monthly Reporter, because they are 
also reasons why the American Bible Society should 
be supported: | 

1. In an age of combinations it sets the example of 
an entirely disinterested combination for entirely 
spiritual purposes. I know of no society of which 
this can be said with greater truth. In an age marked 
by combinations—from strikes upwards—it is a great 
thing that there should be combinations for God and 
for truth, and I challenge contradiction when I say 
that it is a disinterested combination. It enlists the 


spontaneous labors of a multitude of workers. It is 
not only disinterested, but philanthropic; and not 
only philanthropic, but directed altogether to spiritual 
purposes. Eases 

2. It usurps no doubtful province, removes no land- 


the New Testament has made its appearance—namely, 
that of the late Jewish-Christian missionary, J. E. 
 Salkinson, who died on the 15th of June, 1883, while 
in the employ of the British Society for Jewish Mis- 
sions. His translation, which he left in an incomplete 


> 
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marks of church or congregation, but occupies a 
ground entirely safe as well as comprehensive. A 
society of this kind might be suspected of a tendency 
to form itself into a sect ; but it does not. It occupies 
a broad ground on which all churches may meet, 
without any fear of treason to their own church, or in 
any way trenching upon the province of the divinely 
appointed instructors. The office of the society is 
not, directly speaking, to instruct, but to furnish the 
pabulum of all instruction—to spread everywhere that 
without which the instructor talks in vain; it is to 
make it possible for the various churches to teach. 

3. It asserts liberty to use God’s light and. air; 
maintains the right, duty, responsibility, inevitable- 
ness, of private judgment ; but it spreads a revelation 
which is order, not license. “It asserts liberty!” 
Yes; that liberty which God has intended to be as 
free to us as his own light and air. It asserts what 
is sometimes called the right, but which is more 
properly described as the duty, of private judgment— 
a duty which involves a great responsibility. I know 
of no responsibility equal to that of the exercise of 
private judgment in matters of religion. If you 
submit yourselves to the authority of one pope or 
twenty popes, that submission is itself an act of 
private judgment; and I know of no exercise of 
private judgment more daring or more criminal than 
that which decides to give into the keeping of another 
conscience-keeper that conscience for which God has 
made each individual man responsible. While I 
assert the right, the duty, the responsibility, the 
inevitableness, of private judgment, I say that the 
office of this society is to spread a revelation which 
is order, and not license. The Bible teaches no 
socialism and no communism. The liberty which 
the Bible offers encourages no such use of it as could 
be dangerous either to religious or civil order. The 
Bible rule is, “Submitting yourselves one to another 
in the fear of God.” 

4. This society is on the side of human progress, 
the lands of the Bible being notoriously the lands of 
light and growth. ‘On the side of human progress!” 
Is there any one person here present who wishes that 
the world of thought or of science should stand still, 
and say it has reached its terminus? I trust not; I 
trow not. We are for progress ; when progress stops, 
existence stops. We have an opportunity, within the 
limits of one small country, of comparing districts 
which have the Bible with districts which have it not. 
I venture to appeal to every traveller in Switzerland 
as to which cantons there are those of light and prog- 
ress—those in which the Bible is free, or those in 
which it is chained ? 

5. This society bears witness to a Christianity within 
and above all shapes and forms of ecclesiastical 
organization, without which Christianity itself could 
never be the religion of all nations. The society 
recognizes to the full existing differences of forms 
and creeds, but it says that within all church systems 
there is a deep-lying unity, which makes the gospel 
the voice of God to the heart of his creatures, and 
without which Christ himself could not be the desire 
of all nations. 

6. This society is the handmaid of all churches in 
that work of evangelization which is the condition of 
the perpetual presence. All churches have to turn 
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to this society for the implements of their evangeliza- 
tion. Is it quite fair for these to say, when using the 
British and Foreign Bible Society all the time, that 
there is something lacking, either to the completeness 
of its shape or to the shade of its complexion ? 


———r 


CHRIST IN THE SCRIPTURES: 


And what about the Old Testament? Why, this 
about it: that whatever may be the conclusion as to 
the date and authorship of any of the books in it— 
and I am not careful to contend about that at present 
—and whatever a man may believe about the verbal 
prophecies which most of us recognize, there is 
stamped unmistakably upon the whole system of 
which the Old Testament is the record, an onward 
attitude. It is all anticipatory of “good ‘things to 
come,”’ and of a person who will bring them. Sacri- 
fice, sacred offices, as priesthood and kingship, and 
the whole history of Israel, have all a face turned to 
the future. ‘They that went before, and they that 
followed after, cried, ‘Hosanna! Blessed be he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord!’’’ That Christ 
towers up above the history of the world and the 
process of revelation, like Mount Everest among the 
Himalayas. To that great peak all the country on 
the one side runs upward, and from it all the valleys 
on the other side descend; and the springs are born 
there which carry verdure and life over the world. 

Christ, the Son of God, is the centre of Scripture; 
and the Book—whatever be the historical facts about 
its origin, its authorship, and the date of the several 
portions of which it is composed—the Book is a unity, 
because there is driven right through it, like a core of 
gold, either in the way of prophecy and onward- 
looking anticipation, or in the way of history and 
grateful retrospect, the reference to the one “name 
that is above every name,” the name of the Christ, 
the Son of God. : 

And all its incompleteness, its fragmentariness, its 
carelessness about persons, are intended, as are the 
slight parts in a skillful painter’s handiwork, to em- 
phasize the beauty and sovereignty of that one central 
figure on which all the light is concentrated, and on 
which. he has lavished all the resources of his art. 
So God—for God is the author of the Bible—on this 
great canvass has painted much in sketchy outline, 
and left much unfilled in, that every eye may be fixed 
on the central figure, the Christ of God, on whose 
head comes down the dove, and around whom echoes 
the divine declaration: “This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.”’ ' 

But it is not merely in order to represent Jesus as 
the Christ of God that these are written, but it is that ° 
that representation may become the object of our 
faith. If the intention of Scripture had been simply 
to establish the fact that Jesus was the Christ and the 
Son of God, it might have been done in a very differ- 
ent fashion. A theological treatise would have been — 
enough to do that. But if the object be that men 
should not only accept with their understandings the 
truth concerning Christ’s office and nature, but that 
their hearts should go out to him, and that they 
should rest their sinful souls upon him as the Son of 
God and the Christ, then there is no other way to — 
accomplish that but by the history of his life and the 
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manifestation of his heart. Ifthe object were simply 

'to make us know about Christ, we do not heed a 
book like this; but if the object is to lead us to put 

our faith in him, then we must have what we have 
here, the infinitely touching and tender figure of Jesus 
Christ, himself, set forth before us in all its sweetness 
and beauty, as he lived and moved and died for us.— 
Rev. Alexander Maclaren, D.D. 


_— ine 


HOW TO DESTROY THE BIBLE. 


First, get rid of all the copies in all the languages— 
there are 160,000,000 copies, say, of the Old and New 
Testaments in one book and in portions of the book— 
you must have all these piled together into a pyra- 
midal mass and reduced to ashes before you can say 
you have destroyed the Bible. Then go to the libra- 
ries of the world, and when you have selected from 
every book that contains a reference to the Old and 
New Testaments, you must eliminate from every 
book all such passages ; and until you have.so treated 
every book of poetry and prose, excising all ideas of 
grandeur and purity and tenderness and beauty, for 
the knowledge and power of which the poets and 
prose writers were indebted to the Bible; until you 
have taken all this from between the bindings and 
turned them to ashes, leaving the emasculated frag- 
ments behind; not until then have you destroyed the 
Bible. Have you done it then? Once more. Go to 
all the courts of law, and having sought out the 
pandects and codes, you must master every principle 
of law and study what it may have derived from the 
Old and New Testaments, and have all such passages 
removed from the codes of jurisprudence. You must 
then go to the galleries of art throughout the world, 
and you must slash and daub over and obliterate the 
achievements that the genius of the artist has pro- 
duced—not until then have you destroyed the Bible. 
Have you done it then? What next? You must visit 
every conservatory of music, and not until the world 
shall stand voiceless as to its masters, not until then 
have you destroyed the Bible. Then you must visit 
the baptistries of the churches, and from the bap- 
tismal roll you-must erase all Christian names—the 
names of John and Mary—for they suggest the Scrip- 
tures, and the register is stamped with the Bible. 
Have you done it then? No. There is one thing 
more you must perform. There is one copy of the 
Bible still living. It is the cemetery of the Christian. 
The cemeteries, while they exist, are Bibles, and to 
suppress the book, to let not a trace of it be dis- 
covered, you must pass from gravestone to grave- 
stone, and with mallet and chisel cut out every name 
that is Biblical, and every inspiring passage of Scrip- 
ture graven thereon. To destroy the Bible you must 
also blot from the memory of every Christian its 
promises and comforts. Not till you have done all 
this can you destroy the Bible—Dr. Guard. 


_ SAFE WHERE THE BIBLE Is.—A story is told of a 
ship which was wrecked off one of the islands of Fiji. 
A boat’s crew that had got ashore from the wreck 
were in the greatest possible terror lest they should 
be devoured. by the Fijians. On reaching land they 
dispersed in different directions. Two of them found 


a cottage and crept into it, and as they lay wondering 


BisLeE SocreTy ReEcorp. 29 


what would become of them, one suddenly called out 
to his companion, “ All right, Jack; there is a Bible 
on this chair; no fear now!” 

Many a sailor, who has been in fear from the natives 
of islands once heathen, has found only comfort and 
good cheer, because the gospel has been preached to 
these natives, and they have become Christians.— 
Mission Dayspring. 

BisHop MALLALIEu, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, writes that when he was presiding elder of 
the Boston district, he knew of an instance in which a 
single French Testament was instrumental in the con- 
version of forty persons. 


——— oo. 


MISSIONARY PENNIES. 
Hear the pennies dropping, 
Listen as they fall— 
Every one for Jesus, 
He will get them all. 


Dropping, dropping ever, 
From each little hand: 

Tis our gift to Jesus 
From his little band. 


Now, while we are little, 
Pennies are our store; 

But, when we are older, 
Lord, we’ll give thee more. 


Though we have not money, 
We can give him love, 

He will own our offering, 
Smiling from above. : 

—NMission Dayspring. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House, on Thursday, February qth, 
1886. ‘The Hon. Enoch L. Fancher, LL.D., President, 
in the chair. 

The religious exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. Howard Crosby, D. D. 

Among the letters from foreign lands presented 
for the consideration of the Board were communica- 
tions from Mr. Sharp, tendering the congratulations 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society on the 
accession of Judge Fancher to the office of President, 
and from Dr. Wright, of the same society, proposing — 
co-operation in the production of a new version of 


‘the Bible in Spanish; from Rev. William H, Gulick, 


of San Sebastian, showing the very great difficulty 
of securing any assistance:in Spain in producing such 
a version; from Mr, Watt, of Berlin, concerning re- 
quests received at the British agency there from cor- 
respondents in the United States desirous of obtain- 
ing the Scriptures at less than ‘cost for sale in this 
country; from Dr. Blodget, of Peking, communicating 


his views respecting the need of a version of the 


Bible in easy Wen-li; from Mr. Prince, of St. Peters- 
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burg, indicating a general plan for the assignment 
of colporteurs in Russia and Siberia in 1886; from 
Mr. Hamilton, with the report of work in Mexico in 
1885, and estimates for the coming year; and from 
Mr. Milne, on his arrival at Laguyara in January. 

Grants of books were made for distribution in the 
United States and in foreign lands to the value of 
about $3,126. 

One society in South Carolina, and one in Texas 
were recognized as auxiliaries. 

The total receipts for the month of January were 
$59,795 72. During the same period 64,237 volumes 
of the Scriptures were issued from the Bible House. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliary, February, 1886. 
With Names and Post Ofice Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries, 


Lancaster B.8., S. C., David A. Williams, Lancaster. 
Frio County B. S., Texas, Rev. W. 8S. Wright, Pearsall. 


Deceased Members. 


Alfred C. Post, M.D., LL.D., New York. 
Rey. C. L. Goodell, D.D., St. Louis, Mo. 
Philip Crane, Geneva, N. Y. 

Mrs. Sarah G. Worden, Binghamton, N. Y. 
Mrs. Catharine Pinkerton, Romulus, N. Y. 
Rev. A. 8. Bigelow, Keeseville, N. Y. 


BrsLE SocrETY RECORD. 


Volume 31. 


Summary of District Superintendents Reports for 


the month of December, 1885. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited...........-+--+++ 
Anniversaries attended.....2.2....scce0cccccescemeeses 
New Societies and Committees formed.......-....... 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 
Tetterg BED s,s case estes pc vgpiness Biseanerseiae|ssictenl ones 


Miles travelled on official duty......... ae, ees 


167 
1,754 
20,774 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,624 57 


rr 


Summary of Bible Distribution in December, 


by 77 


Colporteurs and 22 County Agents reporting. 


Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts. 
Days.Of SOrvicGssilt esse cies: se aptles sane eeeee 1,513 554 
Miles travelled: ee .25. wavs stern. ewe seme 18,654 4,232 
Families visited by them...............5:--. 22,039 7,308 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 2,654 708 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 1,948 480 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 1,278 312 
Number of books soldsse cs. Surtees csetieete ore 7,894 1,125 
Value of bOoKS sold. 22 hasas oei-seecuecn $3,368 53 $398 12 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 2,028 606 . 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $512 36 $126 09 
Contributions received..................---- $325 62 $783 91 


Summary of 48 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 


ties, received in January, 1886. 


Rey. Benjamin Curry, Shrub Oak, N. Y. Receipts from sales in twelve months................ $3,469 T4 
Rey. James Mahoney, Goldsboro, N. C. Receipts from collections and donations............ 2,917 69 
Rev. Albert Van Deusen, Hudson, N. Y. Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 3,653 88 
Clara C. Reed, Amenia Union, N. Y. Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 970 06 
Mrs. Margt. W. De Witt, Elizabeth, N. J. Expended on their own fields... oc. .icccecscjecee esos 1,498 50 
Mrs. M. G. Wadsworth, Oregon, Ill. Valueof bodksidonated /\... -c.se sd. keteee ce eee 433 19 
Brown Stafford, Canajoharie, N. Y. Value of stock on hand at date...... ...........0...4. 6,087 84 
Benj. J. Dyer, Fulton, N. Y. No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 8 
Nelson Brainard, Saugerties, N. Y. Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 8 
Rev. George Shaeffer, Columbus, Miss. Families visited by theims..¢ (0. .5asesoshs eeake eae 11,085 
John C. Force, Stillwater, N. Y. Families found destitute io. cs. <34 SOA eae 1,315 
Dr. Benj. 8. Cory, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Destitute families supplied... My. ele es eeee aed 1,163 
Mrs. Rachel W. Lasher, Schoharie, N. Y. Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 93 
Phebe Jane Garrison, Garrisons, N. Y. Sabbath and other schools supplied..................- _ 
RECEIPTS IN JANUARY, 1886 Miller, G. R., Belinda, Iowa........... $5 00 LEGACIES. 
, i Miller. A.C. Alabama..../:idid..te0.. 3000 
enn, Thomas J., late of Calhoun 
a= Ninas, E. F., Concordia, Mo.......... 2 00 Co., Mich $5,560 00 
FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. Nelson, Hon. K., Alexandria, Minn.. 500  Orelup,Wm., Jr.,late of Cohoes, N.Y. 6-00. 
A Friend in Georgia....3.....0.4..005 $5 00 Phelps, Miss E. P., Monmouth, Ill.... 1000 Ferry, Wm. M. tate of Grand Haven, 
A Friend, Westchester Co.,N.Y..... 5000 Roberts, W. H., Grand Rapids, Mich. 4-00 MUON. vecdenee arte "4424 66 
“A.L.,” New Brunswick, N. J......++ 500 Religious Contribution Soc., Prince- Blakeley, Sarah, late of Oshkosh, Wis. 7 00 
Abbott, Rey. J.J., Whitinsyille, Mass. 10 00 tON, Ne Teveeeeeetereceeeeeseeeee estes ds 1445 Cashner, Geo., lateof Boone Co.,Ind. 58 44 
WMMStrOne, Te Hessiecccesaeseu Selecta 50 Sabbath School, Monroe Falls, Ohio.. 388 Taylor, Elisha, late of Cleveland Ohio. £5 26 
Buettel, M. C., West Granville, Wis.. 2 00 Sayre, Brooks, Summit, N.J........... 30 00 Jervis, John B., late of Rome, N. Y-. 2,000 00 
Collections by Colporteurs........... 782.62 Suckley, ThomasH.,Rhinebeck,N.¥. 15000 Frey, Jas. H., late of Baltimore, Md.. 995 00 
a hrough Rev. H.P, Myers, Thomas, Emily, Union Springs,N.Y. 1500 — gperry, Nancy, late of Painesville, O. 1,000 00 
Dist. Sup’t., Ga......... 25 Thomas, Mrs. M.E., Stevensville,Pa. 100 Case, Maria C., late of Canton, Ct. "200 00 
OS aa New Work sts.5.c8ssdeunccade 6000 Wright, Rev. E., St. Louis, Mo....... - +8000’ Braimerd, Clarissa, late of Middle- 
Clark, Richard A., Oxford, Ohio...... 2.00 Mirtle eT Sige ard cil a wae town, Ct... cs. otek nll : 4 04 
he ; NBpringheld yan! ve sev BOOMs ry ae a aE oo aca Sen : 
Cee. at baiieate KY. sossee He .. Wheaton; Mies Blige New Vasko: 8.00 seh Ann, late of Livingston Co., 2 
“ spares fal ee Witbur, Hey. James H., Walla Watt Sastaeee Nee/eleinly Biagrehiais a apuciste tote i 9 io 
“ Union Meeting, Marion ash. Ter....+. BY afb ig o's o cia gah eN Car 25 00 ; 
Towal.. oe, 789 Wilder, Prof. M.., Greenfield, Tl... 5.00 CHURCH COLLECTIONS AES 
Cushman, Margaret & Mary, “Castine, Wildman, Mary A., Danbury, Ct...... 80 00 fas 
MAGES hh. WAU shed bose Ty vee 200 Winslow, John F,,Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 200 00 PM a a 
Elsylin, J. G., Sandusky, ORG cets ve 709 Winthrop, Hon. Robert C., Boston, a ran p Heit a eS 
Gaylord, Rey. Willis oF ae IMBIBE Wrote oot Meme scene siecteasiiee eee 50 00 P. -South...... ee ee aes ae 89 65. 
IMCs ALIS, Miser e te at80 00 N pelea abt <i] 
“H.," New YOrK,.......00s00ne00-04. 8000  Pheodore S$. Faxton-Fund............. > 8759  2#7e#@ Springs, Meth. Ep. ae 400g 
Harman, Wesley, St. Lawrence. Co., Caroline Phelps Stokes Fund.......... 75 00 oEone DOs + eas 
W. Vina aaah 4581 Hannah W. Richardson Fund.,....... 8750 4799. and Wheat Ridge, M.E.Chs..... 1:00 
Koster, Herman, Kelley's Island, Ohio 500 William Sheerer Fund................ 525 00 CONNECTICUT. Ie 
Kinsman, Susan A., Lebanon, N. H.. 200 Jacob Harman Fund.................. 40950 Bloomfield, Meth. Ep. Ch.............. 100 
Kiersted, Maria A., Saugerties, N.Y. 2000 Alexander Campbell Legacy Fund... 886 %5 Nichols and Long Hill, Meth.Ep.Ch.. $00 
Lewis, Rev. J. S., Georgia........+.. 50 George Earnest Legacy Fund........ 60000  Zrwmbull, Cong.Ch. and Society..... 15 88 
Landrum, (sale of land in Kentucky) + E,J.M. Hale Legacy Fund............ 165 00 FLORIDA. — . 200 
COL, Mey sseorectce dss deschenedesesva , “402/60 . f Sse. Starke, Pres. Chive. .cosscee ) 
Mackay, Neil, Nichols, N. Yoserereere 10-00 $4,496 50 De Land, Christian Ch....... 


* South Georgia Conf., M. E. 


; 


A 


| Ridgeway, Cong. Ch 


February, 1886. 


GEORGIA. 


Ch. South 


Camden Co., Methodist and Presby- 


terian Congregations 
KANSAS 
Carbondale, Cong. Ch.. 


| African Meth. Ep. Ch. Conference. 
MASSACHUSETTS... 


| 


: Arlington & Vicinity, Neb.. 


Enfield, Cong. Ch. and Society.. 
, Fall River, First Cong. Ch 
, Lowell, Kirt Street Cong. Ch... 


MICHIGAN. 


Holiand, Christian Reformed Ch..... 


MISSOURI. 


NEBRASKA. 
Greenwood, Cong. Ch........... 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Piymouth, Cong. Ch............ 
NEW YORK. 


Fast Hampton, Payson Cong. Ch... 
Asbury & Travisvilie, St. [sl..M.E. 


Meerora, PYOS) Ch. .....cs.c5 sce 
Rhinebeck, Meth. Ep. Ch 
Fordham, Reformed Ch 
Schodack, Reformed Ch 
Hartsdale, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 
Fast Olto, Meth. Ep. Ch......... 
Fonda, Reformed Ch........... 


Farmers’ Village, Reformed Ch...... 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Philadelphia, Bethany Pres. §.§...... 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Little Compton, United Cong. Ch...... 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Columbia 
GENS Fp. Che. .2- 2. cectiocs *, 
- TENNESSEE. 


Western Conference, Colored 
Ep. Ch. of America........... 


Annual Conference, 


Af. 


Meth. 


Memphis Conference, M.E.Ch. South 


TEXAS. 


Texas Conference, M. E. Ch. South... 
Texas Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch...... 
West Texas Conference, Meth. Ep.Ch. 
Austin Conference, Meth.Ep. Ch..... 


VERMONT. 
Lincoln, Meth. Ep. Ch........... 


$10 7 


AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM 
BOOKS HAVE BEEN GIVEN. 
Captain Henry Bundy, Chicago, Ill.. 
Hawaiian Board of Missions, Hono- 


CTO RIE 0 ES (:) ee ae 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


Philadelphia, Pa........ Rereeaicie 
Rey. J. E. Booker, W. Va.......- 
Rey. W. B. Young, Fla.......... 


Rey. John Muizenga, Holland, Neb.. 


Salem Bible Association, N. C.. 


William Pfaffle, Brenham, Texas.. 


AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


Credited 


BRMOCD GOs, K85.. ve ctinacesseeas 
PAGANS CO. Dbs.s coc. Sejaid'as 
Anoka Co., Minn...... eee 
Mustin, TEXAS. josie. Bares 
Ashtabula Co., Ohio......... 
Albany Co., N.Y...... Cawnice 
Brooklyn City, N. Y......... 
Becker Co., Minn............. 
, Barboursville & Vic., W. Va. 
urbon Co., nae eae 
alo & Erie CaN. Yuassg 
(Ge VE RR Rano sceors 


Berkshire Co., MA SEH, ke 

enton Co., Minn...........- 
Earth Co., Minn.... 
AOL, MOG cg ckaescnee. 


seee 


(C04 Dakivseccestaserenry 


Credited 


as Donation. on Account. 


$19 31 
8 15 
150 59 
16 48 


BIBLE SocrETY RECORD. 


Credited Credited 

as Donation, on Account. 
Conmecwlea wri iincnccceterss a0 $50 98 
Cass Cog Weds .gociantiovcises $15 60 24 51 
Columbiana Co., Ohio....... 25 00 
Christian Co. oe arenes v.CCe 104 78 
Chester Co., ‘ 16 00 
Camden tes 14 40 
Concordia, MO). seccskoascs 20 65 
ORIGKROs UN. Sees wenitemons nee 90 00 608 28 
Calloway Co., Mo... 6 41 
Canaan Female, Ct G14 
Cass Co., Mich.... ae 23 00 
Cincinnati Young Me 5 Os 825 41 
Do Kalb Go., Ind... sacs ose 26 00 
Daviess Co., Ky.. 7 00 
Decatur Co., Ind.., 42 00 
Dubois Co., Ind.. 10 84 
Duval Co.. Fla.... 4 20 
De Kalb Co., Ala 7 10 
Delaware Co., N.¥.......4. WO 00 
DMN OG AWIa Sek cca 10 22 
Des Moines Co., Iowa....... 48 00 
Elkhart & Vicinity, Ind..... 44 3 
Effingham Co., Ga 8 50 
Eagle Pass, Texas. 10 08 
Fulton Co., N. Y...... cas 40 00 
Friend & Vicinity, Neb...... 29 45 
Fayette Co., Tenn........... 51 €2 
Fleming Co., Ky... 55 17 
GEOR NG class 8.0 10 00 6 57 
Gallatin Co., Montana....... 55. 25 
Gallatin 06.00. soses! see. Sts 4 05 
Greenfield & Vicinity, Ohio. 68 61 
Groene Col, N. Vici esssecssss 10 00 
Gaston Co., N.C..... 88 89 
Guernsey Co., Ohio.. 4 06 
Genesee Co., N. Y.... 40 90 
Hancock Co., Ohio 186 85 
Henry. Coil ccedeanwe cee 50 00 
Huntersville B. C., W. Va... 4 44 
Higganum & Vic., Ct........ 17 91 
Huntington & Vic., W. Va.. 52 56 
Henry i Cos POW ses. c..5 oaks oe 88 02 
Harrison County, W. Va.... 26 19 
Hocking Co., Ohio........... 5 00 
Harrison Co., Ky...... 15 60 
Humboldt, Tenn....... 12 70 
Hennepin Co., Minn. e ~ 50 00 
Howell Co., Mo....7. 18 15 
Ingham Co., Mich...... 14 55 
Knox Co., Ohio...... 46 51 
Knoxville, Tenn... 3 29 08 
Kent’ Con Mich. seccpissivs cule 100 00 
POVEIAHG, COL, ec oe ccevsw as’ ce 6 40 
Lyon Co., Ky...d....5- és 23! 15 
La Crosse Co., Wis 69 48 
Lancaster Co., 8. C.... 82 20 
Licking Co., Ohio...... 23 89 
Lake Cos ise aenk 9 00 
Lawrence Co.,, Ohio.. wea 60 00 
Lawrence Co., Ark.......... 6 57 
Little Compton, R. I......... 19 82 
Lisbon & Vicinity, lowa..... 28 23 
Macon Co., Ill 80 15 
Murray Co. Bible Com.,Minn. 25 00 
McLean Coj, Th. 6. cstv e 60 00 
McCracken Co., Ky.......... G50 
Mercer Co., IN. discte wtanatsomes 100 00 
Monroe Co., Mich............ 9 00 
Michigan City, Ind...... Bice 15 60 
Mucogee Co., Ga...... ena «i 30 15 
Morning Sun, Iowa.......... 80 00 
Muscatine Co., Iowa......... 50 00 
Memphis & Shelby Co,,Tenn. 8 90 
Macon Co, Ga.......0..00e8. 80 45 
Menominee BibleCom “Mich. 19 2 
Marion Co., Ohio............ 10 57 81 43 
Mason Cog This .n2t5 ieee 5 ~ 35 00 
Mahoning Co., Ohio.......... 11 %5 
Massachusetts.........+ 400 00 1,500 00 
DEGLYT ANG: states seta teee sO se " 1,500 00 
Montgomery Co., Iowa...... 86 08 
Madison Co.,N.Y........:.. 400 00 
Milford, Mass.............066 84 81 
Marshall Co., Ala.......-...+ 89 15 
Moody Co., Dak.... see 400 
New Hampshire.............+ 583 64 
Niagara Co.,N. Y... cas 125 27 
New York Female, N. Y. 500 110 88 


31 


Credited Credited 
as Donation, on Account. 
Nashville, Tenn..........0000 $411 90 
New Bedford, Mass..... 83 50 
QUEZOM ies derasieatle sete desict eee 148 65 


Orleans) Cons Yeh ctevscs. 14 82 


ORDOW) INS cringe ceiver + 50 00 
Olmsted Co., Minn ele's 27 00 
POIMYy as MO i vencecsescsicare 22 90 
Pembina Bible Com., Dak.... 25 00 
PENNS] VANIG vec. c cece cele 5,845 67 
Pulaski Co., N. 91 
Pompton, N.J.........+ 58 00 
Peorta Coy, We... ote 10 00 
ea «(cM OL9 Pew OUR OC e oF 750 
Rock Island Co., Ill......... 80 00 
Rutherford Co., Tenn....... 50 00 
Rock Hill Bible Com., §. C.. 15 43 
Ronceverte & Vic., W. Va.. 63 81 
Randolph: Co., Tl. ........608 245) 25 
Ringgold Co., lowa......... 10 48 
Ramsey Co., Minn..... Netes 100 00 
Radnor, Welsh, Ohio... 3 00 
St. Bowls; Mot sce. acess 50 00 
St. Clair Co., Ill...... 100 00 80 00 
St. Joseph Co., Ind.... 17 53 
St. John’s Co., Fla..... abch 4 20 
Summers Co., W. Va........ 87 80 
Salisbury Bible Com., Mo.... 4 05 
South Bend Bible Com., Neb. 10 19 
PNErOiy CUS. cercecsescscrss aes 25 00 
Scott Cos, KY siscscccrcascwicss 94 3 
BS aLemay ONTO aaticeieniacncclese ste 10 60 
Sabula, [owa.............e000 6 02 
San Miguel Co., New Mex... 30 30 
Shawnee Welsh, Ohio........ 25 00 
Steele Co., Minn,............ yee) 61 84 
Stearns Co., Minn.... 5 65 89 
Scotland Co., Mo...... OC 85 00 
Tennessee River, Ala.. : 25 00 
Thorntown & Vicinity, Ind. Ui 
Todd Co. Minn 500... access, 3 05 
Tipton Co., Tenn 103 00 
Union City, Tenn.... 85 65 
UWnlon: COwmiN. CT niecccesete oe 89 67 
Viiretritarassaelsheinsts eas an 281 14 
VerMontin.s »esi0 os enews stone 97 18 
Warren Co., lowa......-.+.++ 4 50 
Warren. Co,, Il....ccsese.see0 43 83 
Wilmington Female, Del.... 80 00 
Winnsboro, Texas.........++ 8 09 
Westchester Co., N. Y. 20 00 
Washington Co., Maine.... 47 61 
Warren: Co:5 Ns Liavisscedeees 53 00 
Wayne Co., Mich...........++ 10 00 
Whiteside Co., Ill........... ifn 80 00 
Ypsilanti & Vie., Mich..... : 46 64 
$2,154 77 16,917 12 
OTHER SOURCES. 
Cuba Agency, Cuba............- Branch 42 25 
Rev. Geo. W. Wainwright, D. S., Neb. 85 09 
Rev. C. H. Wiley, sf ONC 1 68. 
Rey. H. P. Myers, Cara Sen 6 20 
Rey. W-B. Rankin, foe Tex: % 87 
; 161 09 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Interest... ..cccccccvecccees pacer » 4,637 25 
Retail Sales....:....-.se00- eas 2,446 90 
Sales by Colporteurs.... see) teat 08 
Trade Sales...........-- wee 2,07 84 
Record Subscriptions. ies 7 80 
Rents... Beaaereay le seves, 29490597 
Sundries. Beles sfoicaieaiee seal cLi tack the! HhOOlee 
$20,428 57 
; SUMMARY. 
For General Purposes........-.e+s++- $4,496 50 
TO gaeles oi ccs ..0s cess. caters atten es d4j482 UR" 
Church Collections..........sceseeee2+ 687 47 
Avails of Sales by those to whom 
Books have been given.............. 578 05 
Auxiliary poet Donations... 2,154 77 


on Account,... 16,917 12 
Other Got oie saata 161 09 
Miscellanéouddic.s..s-s-eovs de.sssetbeees 20AN8 BT 


eee e nee neneeses 


—_—_— 


Total Receipts.....scssesceeeee+ $59,795 72 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D..............- President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ , 
Correspondin 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ (.¢ eee 
REV. ALBERT 8S: HUNT, D:D............4. j ah Ba ge fy 
ANDREW Li PA VULORK «a seccees > coer Assistant Treasurer. 
CALEB: Ti ROW Bi cence Wscusr aslindectie skims y General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to ‘The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “The Assistant Treasurer of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of. the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. No books are supplied for sale on comméssion, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention. of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to twenty- 
seven dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOUR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & West Florida........ Rey. R. 8S. HOLCOMBE, 
Tuskegee, Ala. 
ATKANGRS visas scence SBrSE craneIrera Rey. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
e é Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada............ Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, 
- Oakland, Cal. 
Gor rince se: desing catnerosebi dominic Rey. H. P. Mymrs, 
Guyton, Geo. 
Illinois & Western Indiana...... Rey. E. G. Smrra, 
Morrison, Whiteside Co., Ill. 
TOW 5 ee Per dene eee Rev. Jonn Hoop, 
! Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
Batipasietis ious ssearsei seen Rey. S. D. Storrs, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rey. Gro. 8. SAVAGE, M.D., . 
Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi......... 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rey. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
; Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota............ Rey. JOHN HINTON, 


Faribwult, Rice County, Minn. 
-.+s0...Rev. EDMUND WRIGHT, 

; St. Louis, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- peek Gro. W. WAINWRIGHT, 


MISSOEI i nds scutesancnrdeas 


Prabha sete Sean me meinem 2S 8 Blair, Neb. 
North & South Carolina........ Rey. C. H. WILEY, D.D., 
Winston, Forsyth Co., N. @. 
Ohio & Eastern Indiana......... Rev. E. 8. GinLerrn, 
‘ Anon Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oregon & Wash. Ter............Rey. P. C. Herzimr, ie 
sip ' Salem, Oregon, 
DOXAS), «susie WARNE Ha reatectade a Rey. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, - 


Ui ‘ ‘ * 4 Austin, Texas, 
West Virginia. .................. Rev. WALTER R. Lona, i 
TER Lp ncn de sseemene ean cy Wheeling, W. Va. 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. ¥., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER. 


BisLE SociETyY RECORD. 


_letter or postal card, giving his post-office address, 


Volume 31. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that tts sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shalt 
remain thus connected with it. 


‘DONATIONS. 


The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom. grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies ard to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. ’ 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. f ; 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. : i 4 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. an 


- 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 

The price of the Bible Society. Record to subscribers, for 
1886, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it és renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to ‘the 
E a 


tors of churches contributing directly to the funds o: r 
Society. pt Meni. eee | 
Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the p 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which r. 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered-at_ 
club. rates; but the money should in all cases accomp: 
the order, . a eae a ios areas Fee 
Every person who is entitled to the Record and - 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the 


“7 } = = 


